I © 
* =, 
. * 
— . 
„ 
* * < 4 
2. __ , YZ 1 
F n 
* : 
( 44 1 N. 
. . — hh : wi 19 
— — . 1 os - þ Te 8 „ * n * 
7 


— — — yy 
. __ 4 td a os oe hem ets» 


| = | 1 — 4 
{ Life ad Tah of Gamaliell 7 | 


Ratſey,4 famous theefe of Eng 
| land, executed at Bedford the 25. 1 
N of March laſt paſt, 1605. . — 
8 N a Tewne in Lincolne—* W 

ſhire called Market-Deeping, | 


lately dwelt a man inri⸗ 3 
Al ched, as well in the vertues 
ofhis wife, as in the quali 
ties of his owne condition. 
| Fozhee was generous both 
br birth and other perfect- 

ons of the minde , which 
made — moze foztunate-in the loue of his neigh- 
bours, then in the comloꝛt ofhis childꝛen. Careſull hes 5 
was fo2 their education, and very induſtrious to giune , 
them that beaͤnging vp, that might either anſwer his 


hope, oz be likely to pelde them honeſt meanes of main⸗ : 
tenance and pꝛeferment. His name was Richard Rat- — 
ſey, a Gentleman, and belonging to ſome honorable per WES) x] 
ſonage ofthis land, whom he followed along time in 3 
great fauour and eſtimation. _— his other chil- ri 
2 dzen | ; 
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AN 


T he life and death of 


dꝛen he had cne ſon r aned Gamalicl R tf y. of whom in 
his pong r p rares, he tonceiued a very hopefull expeca⸗ 


tion, o: 9's rare was great to bzing him Tp in learning 


and th: nnowlrdge of god letters. WWiherein at the firlt 


he pꝛofited not aliltte, \while he cd in tie tearc and 


repꝛehen en ot his parents, and the awtull cozrection 
of his tcacher. Wut as, 


Imberbis inuer 1s tandem Cuſtode remolo 
Cauaet equi „tau n, & aperei gramine . amt, CFC. 


S0ihis Gamalicl Raiſey gr: wing moꝛe mature and 
ripe in pearcs and hauing that hand or reitraint carried 
moe tool! and ae then was accuſtomed, by which he 
was foꝛmerly curbd of tome libertie, grew leſle duteous 
and moꝛe d ſtrous to range abꝛoad, 2 lee range Coun⸗ 
tries, halding his hopes fruſtrated. and him ſelte diſpara⸗ 


ged by liuing at home: and thereio2c reſolued to ſurren⸗ 


der tge life and !rerciles of a Scholler, and vetake him⸗ 
ſelfe to the foꝛtunt s and pꝛofeſſion of a Souldier. 88 
pou ſhall here vnderſtand by the courſe ot his life, the 
which ye related to ſome friends ol his after the time of 
his impꝛiſonment, with d fire it might be publiſhed, as 
well to teſtiſie vnto the woꝛld his repentance, as to giue 
cawſion to his country- men, to efchew his follic, and 


pꝛeuent his fall. The which is far! her manifeſted: in the 


end herreot, by his repentance weten in his time 3 bis 
rance with his owne — | 


How 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 


How Camalieli Naſey firſt left to bee a 
Scholler and became a Souldier. 


( 8 Yerefoze I ard tbought god fo 
Tz —— make knowne , that at the time 
D . oy 2 that the right honourable the 
Carle of bilex went into lre- 
Y land, this Gamal ell Ra ſey ven⸗ 
RB) tured his io2tunes oucr with 
S him „being at that time very 
+ i young , and vnſkilfull in mas 
naging of any Darttail affaires: 
pet hee ſpent much time in thoſe-warres , and was 
- * bery venturous and hote⸗ſpirited, and p;ofited not a life 
tle, as well in knowledge, as in the tommendations of 
his Commanders: Foꝛ in any publike defignes oz ſkics 
miſhes, he was not ſlacke to ſhew foʒwardncſſe, and in 
Any pꝛiuate quarrell, very reſolute, ts repcll iniuries. 
Inſomuch, as in thoſe parts he was then thought woz⸗ 
- thy from a pꝛiuate Gentleman of a, Company tobe 
bee Sergeant. Mhich plate her remained in vnder 
de Company ot Captaine Langford, till the time that 
my we . came kerle and bought 
duer | y:one, bei ot gur een 
eee P 
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The life and death of 


How Ratſey firſt fell into theft, by what meanes, and 
in what place, and how he was impriſoned in 
* his dangerous elcape out 
8 of priſon in h. s ſhire. 
EL the Carle of Deuonſhires returne in- 
to England, the ſaid Ratſey came like⸗ 
wiſe backe againe, & ſhaped his courſe 


GI 10 
165 8 thzongh the Country, homewards fa 


£ 
7 W the place where he was bozne, where it 
— — tis boteleſſe to tell what pꝛanckes hee 
perfozmed in his iournep. But this at his art iuall at 
home, though it was firſt, yet was it not the leaſt or his 
exploites, foz he gulld the ſeruant, deceiued the maiſter, 
and eſcaped fo: that time out ot pꝛiſon. But as Eve- 
ty euill aR hath his euill end: ſo his ſucteſſe was (ſo hard, 
that he was croft almoſt to the croſſe, and that is the 
next neighbour to the gallowesz andovſereremei, had 
beene the beſt mattens. had not one paire of legges been 
better then two paire ol hands. | 

Foz thus itfoztuned,that not long after his comming 
home out of Ireland, he went to a Market towne cal- 
led wpalding, not farre from the place where hee wi 
boꝛne, where commind into an Inne in the ſame towne, 
he inſinuated himſelfe into the loue and league ot a ſer⸗ 
nant, aid in the ſame houſe, with whom he pzeuailev 
ſo farre, what with his pleaſing (peach (and with what 
elſe he pleaſed her J know not) that hee was the onele 
man in the maides eſtimation. Inſomuch that in his 
abſence (fo: he was comming and going thither often) 
"the Paide pꝛeuailed ſs with her Miſtreſſe, that hee ves 
toze any other gueſt * bee admitted the * 


— — & 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 
of theſarlour. But as had-J-wiff comes fo late, and 
kindnelle oftentimes receiues not her deſerued effects, 
So fell it out in this his ſo ſodaine intertainment: foz 
he only made that his mean to awaite ſome opoztumitie, 
when he might ſpie out a purchaſe and effec his pur- 
poſe, as it ſhoztly after fell out he did. | 
Fo2 a Farmer, 02 huſband-man, com ning fo the 
fame Jnne(as it was his cuſtome vpon Market dayes) 
to pay a matter of foztie pounds to a Gentleman dwel- 
s ling there, which was due vpon a bond, called the Yo- 
ſtefſe aſide, and defired her, that ſhe would lap vp the 
ſame ſafe fo; him (being ſealed vp in a bagge) till the 
Market was done, which (hee receyued , and pꝛomi⸗ 
fed to doe accozdingly, And comming into the Par- 
lo: where Ratſey remained,ſhe ſhewed herſclfe nothing. 
ſqueamiſh to ſhew what truſt was repoſed in her: but 
locking the ſame in a ]9:elle,he thought (that her backe 
once turned) hee would diſcharge her of that charge. 
Foz as hee had an Eagles epe to eſpie aduauntage, ſo 
had he a Lions heart to effec his purpoſe: foz her was 
not long hammering it in his head, but with a quicke 
diſpatch, vnlocked the P2clſe, and pocketted the bagge. 
Qhich when he had got, it was booteleiſe to bid him 
haſte away : foz he pꝛeſentlp bade them farewell in the 
Inne fo a while, and told them hee would but walke 
into the market, and come againe bp and bp, although 
be meant nothing lefſe, and they miſtruſted nothing af 
all. But her hied home to Deeping, where in his 
Mothers Orchard, hee digged a pitte, and buried the 
baggs of money, daubling there would bee ſearch made 
aſter him fo; it, and navy, a found abaut him, 02 in his 
Mothers houle , it would be vnt their yea, and his nap, 
and io the matter might bes the moze gafile aun 
Hwered, 
| Sow 
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The life and death of 
Nou pou mult imagine, that the market being 
done, ans the Farmer call. ug fo2 his bagge of money, 


and thelMoſteſſe finding that! he ſame was taken out 


of the Cupboozd, and her P2eile opened, was not a 
little perplexed in minde, bußit troke ſuch a quanda⸗ 
rie to her ſtomache, as if ſhe had dꝛunke a dꝛaught of 
ſmall beere nect her heart in afcotie moꝛmng. Shou 
tame backe to the Farmer, with her haͤndes emptee, 
and her heart full of cares , exclapming agapnſt Rac- 
ſey, whome ſhæeremembzed thee left in the Pariour, 


but that auapled nothing  Thecrcupon thi'p both went 


to a Juſtice of Beate dwelling nere Spalding, and opes 
ning their ſapde gricfes and lolles, deſired his warrant 


to bing Ratley befo2ehim , which he gragated , and 


they pꝛocured to be lerued by a Conſtable of Dceping. 
Do Ratſcv being appꝛehended, and bought befoge 


the Juitice, ſtoode ſciffelp in the deniall thereok, and 


was tom mitted to the ſafe kepingoſthe Gapler, vpon 
ſuſpition ot felonie. 

Mhere he had not long remained, but money was 
wanting vato him, and he had no meanes to relieue his 
nccefſities in pꝛiſon, but to reueale the hiding of the 
money in the ſapde £2chard, and thereoze bett ought 
him whome in fuch a caſe hee might make the lame 
knowne vnto, with his belt ſecuritie. N herevpon bee 
reſolued to make none acquainted therewithall, but his 
dune mother, to whom hee addꝛeſſed ſecret knowledge 
thereof, Which when thee heard, ſhee was ina great 


perpleritic what to doe, whether ſhe ſhould pꝛoue vnna⸗ 


tua in reuealing the ſame, oꝛ by concealing it, hay 
$ard her reputation in the Countrey , Jn the which ſhe 
was alwapes veric well eſteemed with the malt ne 
15 both fo* wiſedome and vertu. 

. mother to be fucther aduiled , reacaled it to 


| Her 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 


her daughter dwelling in the ſame Towne, her Tangh- 
ter to her huiband, and ſo [rom one to another, (as tao 
may leepe counſaile, it the thud be away: ) it cùme to 
the Juſtices hearing, where, and in what place, and vn⸗ 
der what tre in the Orchard it was hidden. 
Racy hauing fecret info:mation of notice giuen te 
the Juſtice, and that he ſhould be further examined con⸗ 
cerning the lame, knew that deniall would not then 


ſerue his turne, but relolued to ſet all his wits abzoach, 


to free himſelfe from their hands , which could by no 


meanes bee done, but by eſcape, which he effect. d in a 
moꝛning betimes, out of a very narrow paſſage in his 


ſhirf, 
But the time was not long aſter his eſcape befoze he 


was miſled, and haſt made after him on euery ſide, both 
by hoꝛſe ano ſote. He was egerly purſued, vet knew the 
Country wellz and was a long ſpace foliowed ſo hardlp, 
that he was at laſt foꝛced fo a verp dangerous great wa⸗ 
ter, which he toke and lwamme ouer; and being ouer, he 
faid and turned himſelfe towards thein, and alter ſome 
bꝛauadoes giuen them, (foꝛ he knew none ot them durſt 
follow him) he went his way and out · ſtript them all. 


A kinde conceipt of Ratſey, performed by him in his way 
vpona Seruing- man that ouer- tooke him by chance, 
riding to Longer with his Maiſters horſe to fetch 
him from the Tearme. 


ter he had made this eſcape, hea foke 


with whom hee might bee bolde fo; ſute 
N of apparrel, and to furniſh him with ſuch 
neccſlaries as his caſe required, ' The 
B which 


4 
Dy his way to a friend of his not farre off, 
U 


The life and death of 
which his friend furniſhed him withall, and put ſome 
ſmall matter of monep into his purſe to beare his char- 
gts, ſoꝛ he knew as ſonc as Ratlc y had ſtroke à hand, he 
ſhould be no loſer by it. 

Ratiey, as a man then halfe armed fo enterpꝛiſe any 
exploit, and well fleſht by his late cſcape, foke his iour⸗ 
ney on towards London, thinking there to finde men 
of all faculties, and cope ſ- mates to fit his humour in e⸗ 
uerp condition. Foꝛ although by the great diſcretion of 
the Judges and Juſtices, manp are daily frufſev vp, pet 
ſtill there ſpꝛingeth vp pong that grow, in time, to beare 
fruit fit fo2 the gallowes. 

As her had thus trauailed two o2 th: daies foo 
wardes London , bated and ſpurrd, and afwote , he 
turning backe to bzeathe himſelke, being wearie, e⸗ 
ſpied a Seruing man riding after him with a ſpare 
nagge, fo2 he ledde his owne hozſe in his hande, 
and roade vppon his Paiſteis Gelding 5 which god 
oppoztunitie was ſone appꝛehended by Ratſey, fog 
be pꝛeſentlie beganne fo tal his wittes abeut him, 
and to bethinke him Lowe hee might ouer-rcach the 
plaine ſeruing creature that followed him. UWho no 
ſoner guer toke him, but her ſtraitwap vailde his 
bonnet at the ſight of Maiſter Raiſcy 3 who ſæing 
the young Nounce ſo full of curtcſie , reisiued to re- 
pay him with craft cre they parted. F 02 Ratley fell 

zcſentlit a nne with him, ik hee didde not 
duer goe a Scruing- man leading a Eelding (as hee 
did) in his hand? who made him anſwer, that he met not 
any ſuch. Then Raiſey begannt tu faine himſelle in a 
fuſtian ſume, and ſwoꝛe his man ſhould neither carry 
it to hell noz beauen fo abuſing him ſo, fo2 J bade 
him follow mce (faith hee) and he ſure miſtoke mee, 
thinking | would ride to oc aGentiemans to 1 
An 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 
and hath ſo left me as thou ſee. But il thou beſt an ho- 
neſt fellow (quoth hee) let me ride vpon thy lere hozſe 


and 3 will giue the a couple ok ſbillings tod Anke. The 
ſely fellow gredie of two ſhillings, (fo2 it was a great 


deale of money in his purſe) and leeming to be ſoꝛy that 


ſach au honeſt Gentleman (as he thought) ſhould goe a 
fote and he alpace hoꝛſe in his yand,gaue his god will, 
which Ratſey toke hold ot, and pꝛeſently mounted him⸗ 
ſelfe. So they roade a grcat part sk the day together, 
paſſing the way with much idle pꝛattle. But pet 
Ratſcy was not ſatiſfied in his minde „ that the 
Seruingman ſhould ride vppon the beſt Gelding, and 


ko. 

So the afternone being well ſpent, and night 
drawing on, Racſcy beganne to betake himſelte to 
his firlt diſcontent , and roade a prettie way with- 
out anychatoz pꝛattle, as hee hadde befoze . Which 
the ſimple S:ruing-man perceiuing, thought hee 
would cheere him vppe alitle , and beganne to alke 
him how he did, and what ayled him : R.iſey told 
him his mans negligence ſtucke till in his ſtomacke, 
and her could not fozget it. Fo2 ſaith he, J am now 
nere the place where J infende fo lie all night, and 
haue many wozſhtpfuil friendes and kinſfolkes 
there , and it grieues mee to the heart, that 3 ſhould 
be ſcene come riding into the Towne in ſuch a fas 
ſhtan and ſo meanelie hozſed, fo2 J tell thee (friend 


laicth hee) J neuer came thither without my man 
o two with mee, and a very god Gelding under 


mee. 

The Beruingman hearing this told him, ikthat were 
al if his Maſters gelding would pleakure him, he ſhould 
ride on that, and hee would change hoz{cs with him. 

B 2 Pes 


not hee, and reſolued ts haue a fling at him fo2 that 
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tarty their liquoꝛ. he begann 
houſe, and his beſt bꝛaint᷑s were w2apt in a leaden cap: 


The life and death of 


Yes mary quoth Raiſey, (fozhe aimed at that) fo2 4 
hold thy Paiſters Gelding to be wo2zth ſome twentie 
poinnd:he taſt not apennylefe,quoth the Scruingman. 
So thep interchange hoꝛſcs, and riding on, Ratley pers 
ſwaded him, ſæing be had been thus kind, to do him one 
other pleaſure, and he would pay fo2 his ho2ſe meate 
and mans mcatc that night, and ſet him fo2th fre in the 
moꝛning, with ſomewhat in his purſe to dꝛinke. The 
Scruingman aſked of him what it was; nothnig (ſaics 
he) but to lie at my Inne to night, and be to me as my 
man, and I will reward thy paints, fo2 thou ſhalt both 
ſauc thine owe thargec, aud ontinuen.y credite. That 


J will (faith he) with all my heart, and doe yeu the belt 


ſeruice 3 can. 
So the leely fellow fo; that night became Ratſeys man, 
and comming to the Inne, the hoꝛſes were ſet vp, and 


he commanded his man to d'rea that ſupper ſhould bee 


20utded. CT hich being done, erd ſupper ended, Ratſey 
goes into the ſt. ble, and giucs oꝛder that his hoꝛſes be 
well dꝛeſl and lekhed t. #o2 (taits be) my man is but 
neu come tome, and dare not as pet fruſt him with 
dꝛelling my Seidinꝑ, which the Tiers pꝛemiſed to do 
actoꝛdingly. And perteiuing the gentleman to be a kind 


man, ther thought they would dor ſome kindncfle te his 


leruant in the bottome ofthe Seller. Foz while Ratſcy 
was playing at dice aboue, with ſome others that wers 
there, his new man was carowſing below. And wan⸗ 
ting that v etentiuam, and abilitie that the reſt had to 
e to felt Dakes in the Tap - 


foꝛ he was ſo heauie in the head, that he could not ſtand 
on his fœte. o he was had to bed pꝛeſentlp. 


dis nee at Dice, dis man did gaine pis loading with 


danke, 


It fitted Rarſeys purpoſe well, that while he loſt 


—— 
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Gamaliell Ratſey. 


dzinke, foz hee had an intention to ſende him away on 


fte, and fo he did. Foꝛ by that they had done playing, 
the mo ming beganne to ware gray, and hee fell a bar⸗ 
gapning toz his beſt Geleing with the Voſt of the 
houle, and receyued ninetene pounds foz him. Who 
was no leſſe glad of the one, then Ratſey was ofthe o⸗ 
ther. So he diſcharged the houſe, and com maunded his 
mans Nag to be ſadled fo2 him, (while he was all this 
while alleepe.) 

Mhich being done, he left ſome ſmalk matter of mo⸗ 
ney behind him fa2 his man, and gaue oꝛder that hee 
ſhould follow him to ſuch a Gentlemans houſe , where 
de neuer meant to meete him, and ſo rode his way, 
Now what a ſozrowfall and troubled heart this 


pong Nouice had, when he roſe and found his new mai⸗ 


ſter gone with his old maiſters Geldings, J referre to 
to them that haue grieucd at the like lolſe. 


How Ratſey met George Snell, * Henrie Short. 
boſe, and ot their riding togither in Nor ih- 
hanmtonſhire, and his robbing of 


nine men alone; 


JR 1 Aiſey refolned after his late purchaſe, net- 
ther to buy houſe oz land with his xix.li. but 
l ſeeking fo2 copſmates of his owne condi⸗ 
tion, that were as readie to line vppon 
= SS ſpoile as himſelfe ; at laſt hee met with 
Shorthoſc an old fciend and Countrey-man of his (foz 
Shorthoſe was likewiſe bozne in Market deeping. ) 
And althoug? Shorthoſe (till hee perſwaded hin ) 
neuer gaue conſent to enter into anie malefaction, buf 
was dziuen foz matter of debt to fozlake his native 
B 3 countrey- 
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The life and death of 


countrey. wet being verp pooꝛe hee was glad of Ratſcys 


companie, andholpe him to ſpend a great part of his 


money ſo latelp, and lo lewdlp got, whic h in a little 
ſpace dzew nere an end, (fo two hands in one pocket 


ſene makes a light purſe.) 

Then came thep both in tompanie by chaunce with 
Snell, whome Natley perteiued, as well by confcrence, 
as by countenance, (as 2, Oman dt ie ile eft antmam non pro- 


dere vultu) às apt to incline to dclpzratecourſes, as 


themlelues, (as indeede hee had becne beloꝛe,) foꝛ hee 
was twice burnt in the hand in Mewgate fo2 his bad 
conditions. 

Well: they all lapde their heades togither, and 
foozth they went, although none hoꝛſed but Ratſey, 
and lapde thepz plottes fs: Nozthamtonſhire, and 
thoſe partes, fo2 there hee was moſt ſkilfull cf the 
Countrep : and comming to a place called t:clpſon- 
heath, they eſpped nine men riding towards them to⸗ 
gether, that were bound fo2 London. Ratiey reſolued 
to ſhew his reſolution vppon them , and bade his other 
companions to goe on the infide ofthe Hedge into a cops 
pice, while he lap on the outſide cracking of Nuts : and 
bade the other not cone fsh vnlcfls they ſaw great nes 
ceſſitie oftheir helpe. 

The men dꝛew ſomewhat neere the place where 
Ratſey lap, and being within ſight of him, one of tem 
knew him, (Foz they were all U incolneſhire men) and 
bade the reſt bee reſolued to loole the ir purſes now, foz 


( apyeth he) vonder lycs Racy, whom J know to bee a 


dDaungerous and delperate fellow, and he awaptes no⸗ 
thing but a pꝛep. 

Ratſey makes roughly towardes them „ and kolde 
them that he came fo money. and money he muſt haue, 


and anne thcrxXoze diſpatch (quoth hec) fo; one 


of 


-—_ 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 
of your companie here knowes me, and knowes J will 


not be trifled with, ö 2 
On our faythes (ſapde they) maiſfer Ratſey, wee 


are no better pꝛouided then will beare our charges fo 


London, and that at the moſt is not twentie ſhittiags a 
man; if you will haue that, you ſhall haue it with all 
dur hearts. Nay (ſapes Ratſey) that will doe mee no 
good: foꝛ if is well knowne J robbe nit fo2 trifles. But 
what haue pou ſir, ſapes hee to one that ſtoode alooke 
fron the reſt, in pour Poꝛtmantgle: Fapth, ſayes hee, 
J haue a little money that J am to pay vppon bond by 
a dap, and wee are two oz thꝛee of vs heere bound to 
pay it, if yon take it from vs wee are uvndone. How 
much is it, ſapes Ratſey? Two hundzed poundes 
(ſayes the other) J Marrie, quoth Ratſey, ſach a lumpe 
Flookefoz . And ſeeing there are ſo many to pay it, 
if will not hurt pou much it all of you looſe it. Therefoze 
be bꝛiefe, deliuer it, fo21f yon ſtand vppon tearmes, 
02 delapes with mee, J hau2UWhelpcs within the 
inſide of the Hedge, that vpon a Watch-wo2de will 
pꝛeſently come foo2th , and they neuer barke till 
they bite: if they ſtirre, it is all thinges to nothing, 


but ſome of you looſe pour lines , and pour limmes. 


This beeing heard, the money was p2eſently deliues 
red, fo2 of two euils, they thought it beſt fo chooſe the 
leaſt. And Ratſey, he thought it the belt cracking of 
Nuttes that euer he made, that peelded ſuch ſhelies3 
And lo they parted,” 
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How Ratſey robbed 


2 Comiurer. 


— . Atſey had ſecrete notice ginen him of & 
| Coniurer that was a maiſter of Artes, 
; and a Scholler of Cambzidge(foz he had 
I his intellegencers abzoad , although as 
x gainff the ſkate of the Common-wealth) 
| and was directed which way bee roade, 
with his bokes ofconturation in a Cleake-bag behind 
him. But Raiſey thought all his bokes ſhould not ſaue 
bim:foz he meant to contare him without koke, not ſg 
much foz tte money fake (foz he had krowledge that the 
Scholler had not aboue fiue o2 fire poundes atoute 
him. But fo; that it ſhould be ſapd, that he once in his 
life, his courage and ſpirit out-Uript and daunted the 
cunning and arte of a Centurer. 
Foz following him fill hee came in Bawtrie Lane, 


where hee intended this cxployte , and which indeede 


is a verie daungerous plate foz theeuing, Rail y made 
towardes him, and the Coniurer thought a good paire 
of Spurres better than Spellcs 02 Coniuration at that 
time, and beganne to pꝛicke fozwardcs his Got, 
which inder de was ſo farre better then Raiſeys, that 
bad not Shortheſe ſtept in, who lay to pꝛeuent his 
eſcapc, the Cen iurer had out: rid Ratſey, aud ſaued both 


is bockes and moncy- 
But 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 


But nol the Coniurer fs in huckſters handling, there 
is no way with him but one, toꝛ Rat ey ſetſes both vpon bis 
monep and bokes, ſoꝛ the which the Conturer pleeds hard, 
but pzonees not. And thinking bis patne had berne paſt, 
be begins ts take his leaue of maiſter Rate, ano to ride 
awap: nap ſayes Raiſey ( and takes his hoꝛſe by the head) 
J baus not done with poa yet ; J haue a quarrell to this 
gallantto, he maſt goe with me, foz pꝛeluming fo ouer · 
runne me: ic map be pon haue intuſde ſome Arte into pour 


hozſe, that map ſtand me in ſfeed hereaſter, foꝛ J like him 


well at hand, howſoeuer he is at length. So the Coniu⸗ 
rers hoꝛſe went with Ratſey, which was an excellent god 


that ali the pꝛarkes that Ratſey plaid afterwards, was bp⸗ 


on the Coniurers hoꝛſe. 

The Conturer he walkes noty a fafe, and had he not 
had two oz thzre peces of golde left in a ſecret place, which 
Rat ſey found not, J thinke he would with Batillus haue 
hangd himſelſe. | 


How Ra · ſey robd a Scholler of Cambridge, and cauſde 
him make an Oration to him in a Wood. 


= Atſey another time riding by the wap, 
| and Snell and Shorthoſe with him, foꝛ 
they fill ſerned foz his men, vnleſſe vp⸗ 
ente perfozmance of anp exploit) met 
| wikha Scholler, that had beene to re⸗ 
teiue apart of his wines dowzie which 
== was fonre ſcoꝛe pound and bpwards: 

And iding his courſe the ſame way that the 
Scholler dtd, they rode together a great while, they paſt 
away the time with much o of manp mattcrs. And 


* 


Gelding, foz Rarſey was oftentimes offered xx. pound o? 
him, wbich he r:fuſed, foz be pꝛwocd fo fit foꝛ his purpoſe, 
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The life and death of 


the Scholler (thinking at leaſt he had beene in the compa 
ny ofa Knights ſo me and heire, fo that Ratſcy rode with 
bis tw men, one beſoꝛe, and another behinde) began to 
diſcourſe ol many foꝛmer accidents, and after fell into com⸗ 


conditions, and the obburacie t hardneſſe of their hc arts, 

foꝛ (ſaith the Scholler) it is a woꝛld to ſce how little re 
gard is now a dayes had of Schollers and Souldiers, how 
they range in euerp coꝛner without relpc , 02 relieſe. 


Their diſtreſſe is in euerp mans eie, but out of cuerp mans 


pear, ſo that our pꝛeſent times make god that old laping: ; 
Chariras laudatur at alget. 
With much other pꝛattle to this cffect : which-Ratſey hea⸗ 
ring, ſathed vp a pꝛittp while, till he came to a conuenient 
place, nœre a wod ſide, and then whilkled, and koth his men 
came about the Scholler,foz the whiſtle was a watchwozy 
betwene them, which when be ſaw, he was in a pittifnll 
plight, and Raiſey ſpake to him thus, oꝛ to this effect, Now 
honeſt Scholler, foz ſo thy talke and thy habit ſhewes ther 


to be; know we are not as We lene, foꝛ we are Gentlemen. 


and Ssuldisurs, ſuch as thou didſt talke of beſoꝛe: we are 


in want, and we ſcozne to crye out our wants in the ſtræts, 


foꝛ we ſh ul not be heard; we will haue monc y if it walke 


vpon the earth. And therefore to be ſhoꝛt, ycu mult needs 


miniſter paar parſe to me pꝛeſentip. Come diſpatcbh, maks 
no delap, foꝛ we cannat tarry. This ſtroke cold fo the ſchol⸗ 
lers heart, ſoꝛ he little thought that the ſperch be made 
would pꝛoduce ſuch effec, But ſeeing he percetacd there 
wis no remedie , but he muſt needs vᷣntraſſe ( foꝛ he ſaw 
thep were all reſolate;he quietly deſtaered his money untg 
them,and would haue beenc gone. 

may fapes Ratſey pon muſt nedgffay with me a fittleg 
fo: A muſt talke a wa2d 02 two with you in yonder Wiwd? 
18 Scholler fearthgitf he had him there, he would binds 


him 


platat of the iniquitte of the time, the coꝛruptions cAmens* 
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Gamaliell Ratſey. 
dim, and do him ſome bodilp harme, fell on his kneks, and 
deftced bim to be god vnto him; Riſe vp man, ſapes Rat- 


ſey, come 3 meane not to hurt the, I would but haue thy 
counſaile in a matter. Mell, when they were in the wod 


together, Ratſey told him, that he lik d his diſcourſe ſo well 
at firſt, and ſped ſo well after it, that he was deſlrous he 
ſhoald pꝛeach vnto him ſome ſhoꝛt Sermon of Repentance, 
foz ſapes he, J haue bene a long malefactoꝛ, and it map ſo 
pꝛeuaile with me, that it may woꝛke me to ſome god dede, 


afler my manyeut's, The Scholler knew he muff needs 


do as he would haue him, now being in his hands, & thers⸗ 
foꝛe ſept to a Tre, choſe his text to that eff: a, and made a 
ſpcach of halte an houre long: which being ended Ratſey 
gaue him a bꝛace of Angels back of his money , and tolde 
him ik euer he came to beaLozd, he would make him his 
Chaplaine fo: his labour. 


How he robd two men, and Knighted them. 


= His Gamaliell Ratſey, his two other compa- 
' nfons, Snell à Smorrhoſe, haning laine two o; 

thꝛer dapes in an Inne in Stamford, expeaing 
A lome boty woztby the taking; At laſt there 
came into the ſame Inne where they lay two 
men that had fozty pounds a pœce about them, and were ri⸗ 


they were not a little glad of, ſoꝛ they made account it was 


their owne ſfraight, 4 dealt with the Chamberlaine of the 


houſe to learne which wap they rode in the mozning, which 
the chamberlatne perfozmed accoꝛdingly ⁊ that with great 


tare æ diligence, fozhe knew he ſhould partake of their far 
tunes, and ſhare with them, if they ſped. So they were di⸗ 


rected by him which wap the two men did intend thetr tra- 
nell in the mozning, re 


, 


ſuch an huntel-vp, as made = rile pzeſentip,fo2; 
2 


ding into Lincolnſhire to bup wol, which when they deard, 


The moꝛning being come, the Chamberlaine gaue them 
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Quid non mortalia pectora 9 
Auri ſacra fames? 

They llept not ſoundly that nigbt, till the thirty deſtre 
of their purchaſe was effected Upt. ey got with all ſp: cde, 
and gaue oꝛder that their hozles h1uld be made readte, 
which being in readineſſe, they rode caſtly befoꝛe the ſame 
wap that the Chamberlein direded them, foꝛ they imagi⸗- 


ned the two men wauld not follow them in an hower, o: 


two after. But they made too much halt foꝛ their little pꝛo⸗ 
fit foz thep had not ſtaped one whole hower, when they 


might eſpie the two Clothicrs fine miles beiond Stamford 


ryding towards Lyncolue. 

And at Fine mile Croſſe, Ratſey gaue them ſuch a god 
moꝛrow, as with ſowꝛe wozdes ſpeaking, Stande, deliuer 
your purſe? he fetcht fourcſco:e paunds from them at one 
clappe. This being done he bad them knerle dobone 4 dꝛaw⸗ 
ing foꝛth his weapon he aſked them what their ſeuerall 
names were, and of what pꝛofeſſion. They told him, and ans 
ſweared they were Wolmen by trade, Ratſey then laping 


Sir Walter Wool ſack, of þ other riſe vp Sir Samuell Sheep- 
skinne. ou are now (fates he) both mp knights, as J hane 
many others beſtdes pou: that haue papd mee their ſeuerall 
2 151 1 to their abilities, as pou haue done, foꝛ their 

lection. into the oꝛder of Knightyood : 'Jf any aſke you 

bo beſtowed that dignity vpoa pou, ſape pou mette with 

Ratſey, and ſo farewell. 

Thus they rid awap, and left the two Moolmen beante 

in heart and emptie in parſe, and how little thep ioped in 

i pe Knighthood ſo richlp paid foz. Let euerp in- 

dit ent — tadge by dme, as if he had beene in 


How 


his weapon an the ſhouldcr of one of them bad him rife vp 
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How. Ratſey dealt with a poore man going toa Market, 
whom he intet.dedto haue robd. 


POT | Nother time Ratſey ryding bet weene 
J D 2 HJumington and Cambridge (foꝛ he kept 


foꝛ the moſt part in thole parts) he mette 

r I; with an old Pan goin z to S. lves fo A 
„ fare, and tbinking he had had more ſtoꝛe 
N N of monie about him, he began to be baiefe 
Sales with the old Man, and his wtf: ( fo2 ſhe 


was like wiſe in his company and to tell them that he lackt 


manep, it was a hard time fo: men of his pꝛafeſſion, there 
were no warres, and Sduldiers had no implopments. 
Therefoꝛe (father ſapes he) J muſt haue pour money, Þ 
come foꝛ it, be ſhoꝛt and deliuer it. The old man hee ſto d 
ſhaking as if a man had bene giuing vp the ghoſt. And told 


him that in all woꝛzld hee had but ſiue nobles and that he 
was faine to make hard ſhift foz, and ſell fome of his houſ- 


hold ſfoffe to make it vp, and if he ſhauld die hee left not one 
pennp at home to helpe him, and my wile ſaies he hath but 
one Edward ſhi ling and a Pill ſirpence, which hath ſeene 


no ſunne theſe leauen yeares, and that ſhe hath taken in her 


parſe if we ſhould want money, and all this we haue pacht 
bpp togeather (maiſter)to bupe bs one cow tokeepe me and 
mp wife uow we are old. If you take it from vs we are vt⸗ 


terly vndone,Panare an old diſſembler Sirra ſaies Ratſey 


to him, haue met with ſuch as pou that haue ſaid as much 
as vou doe, and yet J haue found mote ſiluer and gold in a 
ruſſet hoſe then in veluet bꝛercbes. 

It map be ſo quoth the old an, but on my faith and 
hollidome J deale trulp with you ſir. And with that he dzew 
fo:th bis leather purſe, aud powzed fſozth bis ſfoꝛe; and his 


wife hers, and dadde bim enen deale with them, as hee 


would. 
Ratſey 
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Ratſey ſeeing this was true, tooke the monies of both 


of them, "Vat returned it backe, and told them bee had too 
high a mind to looke vpon ſo low a matter, and therewithal 


gaue the old Man Foꝛtp ſhillings ont of his owne purſe, 


and bad him bp a couple of kine :foz J hold it woꝛſe then 


Sacriledge ſapes Ratſey)to rob the ſpittle and while J line 
the Sermon in the wo? muſt teach me to fau5nr ana pitie 


them ſhat are pooꝛe, and helpe them, foꝛ the rich can heipe 
themlelues. 

Thus did Ra: ſey leaue the old Man both lighter at heart, 
and heauter in parſe then he fannd him but how honeſt a 


 thecfe the old Pan thought him to be wen hee was 
gone let euerp pooꝛe Pan iudge, that lackes a Cowe 4 hath 
foꝛtie ſhillings giuen gim to buy one. 


How Ratſey got 300. poundes in one night by his venture 
of Fo. pounds with a former, that he neuer ſaw til 
they met together in an Inne. 


T fo2tnned that Ratſey, and his compa⸗ 
np lping at an Inne in New Market, 
there came into the ſame houſe a farmer, 
d oꝛ huſbanoman by occaſion of buſineſſe 
& Ithat wap, who intending tolye there all 
A nigbt, and being alone, demaunded ofthe 
i dſte, if there were no compante with 
whom he might ſuppe, he made him anſwere that he had 
no gueſts that night, but one Gentleman and his Pen, and 
he knew not whether he would permitte anp ſfraunger to 
ſuppe with him, but (ſaies the Hoff) J will aſke of him. So 
Raiſeys pleaſure being damannded in that caſe, he was ve⸗ 
ry wel tötent:ſoꝛ it was an accident that fitted his expecta⸗ 
ti, that lap there to no other end, but to awaite oppoʒtuni⸗ 
ties: it was a good wind he thought that would blow him 
fome p:oftt. 
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him : And J will do ſo much foꝛ pon as to ride with ou · in 
the mo2ntng to him, and donbt not J will pꝛeualle, that he 
Hall foꝛbrare pou tilt a further time, without fo:feiture oꝛ 
aduantage takon:fo2 J pꝛeſume one gentleman will not de⸗ 
Ay another ſuch 4requeſt being ſo ncere neighboꝛs . 

- Tho Farmer gane him great thanks, i was well comfoxy 
ted by that pꝛamiſt, ſoꝛ it feemed'a very litiꝑ thing, a gen- 


Gamaliell Ratfey. 


Then Rarſeys ſupper being ready, the ſtraunger was cal⸗ 
into his chamber, where the cloath was laid and Rattey 


gaue him a kinde welcome, though with a Jewiſh heart, 


(fo2 he meant to rob him, though indeede it fell out other⸗ 


wile) So they fat downe, '# Raricys two ſuppoſed ſeruing⸗ 


men, waited as-dutifnily, as if they had had a Maiſter ofa 
better condition. Wut all ſupper time the farmer vicd Ferie 
kel words, woas diſcontent, and very heaute at-heart, which 


pe could not but diſcouer, which Ratſcy perceturmgy, dt man ⸗ 
ded of bim the caſe of his ſo great griefe and ꝛnelancho 


v, which with much adoc he told hinz. 3 4 


The truth is, ſaith the farmer, J haut much catife of 


griefe, and foz my life J cannot diſſeinbie it, i. tout heth me 


ſo nckre: Foz to moꝛrow J am to paie two hundzed pounds 


to a Gentleman not farre from hence which J am bound 
ta diſcharge, and moze then mp bond, np eiſe, and land 
is moꝛgaged viito him, and J remaine at his mrrcie, foz 
J haue had ſuch loſſes and hindꝛances, that all Þ can make 
amounts but to one hundꝛed and fif:p pounds, + J 2 mine 
are bffc:lp vidone, vnles J can take new oꝛder fo2 pap⸗ 
ment ot the other filtie pounds by a dap, which J am verp 
- an of;he is repoꝛicd to be lo cruell, and vnconſciona. 
le. | | 


If this be all ſapes Ratſey) be of god chere, fo; although 
mp ſelle am vnknowne vnto him, pet J am ſure he hath 
heard of mp kriends, ſoꝛ thep are not dwelling farre from 


flema ok that h:wthat Ratſey was of; might both -perftvade 


and 
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ſoꝛ it. ⁊ J haue ſo depended vps the paiment of thts money, 


Tie Hfe and death e. 


and pꝛeuatied iti hi creo: Do ſnpger endet, th p par⸗ 


- © ted fo their (cucrall toogiags and the por man was niuch 


merrier by this hope concriued. 

Well, moꝛning being come, they rode altogether accoze 
ding to pꝛomiſe, and as thep rode, fill Rtſey would faine 
baue bene ding with this hundzed and fiftte pound, but 
(as God would haue it) his purpoſe was fill creft by the 
continaall comming to and fra of paſſengers, who made 
Ratſey at that time volens nolens, to piap the true man as 
gatnſt his will. But he thought he would goe thzough 


ſtiteh non, as he had beganne, and inded (although 


at firſt he neuer meart it, wien be ſapd it) rode with tte 
Farmer to the Gentleman his houſe. where Rirſey as well 
as he could plapd the Nhetoꝛitian to perſwade the G ntle⸗ 
man to beare with his debtoz foꝛ a time foz the odde fiftte 


pounds £ told him, it either he oꝛ any friend ot his had cauſe 


to ble him, oꝛ his meanes, where he dwelt, ( foz he toe vps 
on him the name of a Gentlemans ſonne ſome xx. miles frõ 
thence of great reckoning he ſhauld commaund him to res * 
quite his courtefte . Sir,ſaio the Gentleman J haue no ac⸗ 
quatntance with your father but this J haue heard, that he 
is a man of great woꝛth + woꝛſhip in the countrp, and could 


Z without my great pzetavice , pleaſure this man at pour 


requeſt, it is as like yon might obtaine it at my hands, as 
any man liuing to whom J am not fu ther engag d. But 
bel&eae me fic, as J am a Gentleman, J am to ride to moꝛ⸗ 
rom to pay oo. pound ſoꝛ a parchace,+ my credit is bound 


as I haue neglected to pzouide foꝛ my ſelfe otherwiſe, vpon 
the affurance of it. Therfo!e vou muſt needs ere iſe me, and 
ſo turnd his back, and as going awap Nay ſtap fir ſayes 
Ratſe y, I will once in my life play the Parchant ventorer, 
and hazard fifty pounds vpo1 a man J neuer ſaw befo2ez 
Oh ũr, ſapes the man ( and ſell vpon his knees) it you on 


* 
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do this pleaſure to a ſfranger,you ſhall binde me, my wile, 
and childꝛen to pꝛay fo2 port, and J will be as carefull to 
make pou reſtitution, as J am now deſtrous to be helpt in 
this extremity: and J hope you ſhall not Cap long foꝛ pour 
monp.Ratley made that reckoning lo, ſoꝛ he intended to be 
paid at ſame of their hands befoze they parted, To be ſhoꝛt, 
Ra ſey tendered downe fifty pounds in gold pꝛeſently in the 
mans behalfe, which the Gentleman receiued,# was ſo wel 
coceited of Ratſey, that he made them al his gueſts þ night. 

The night being paſt ouer, and the moꝛning come, the 
Gentleman of the houſe gat vp , + bagd the thꝛer hundzeth 
pounds, and made himſelfe ready foꝛ his buſtneſſe,x to ride: 
Rat ſey was not long after, befoze he was as ready as he, fo: 
be meant fo accompany bim which wap ſoener he rode, 
So bꝛeaklaſt being paſt, Rat ſey tolde the Gentleman hs 
would ride ſome part of his way with him, as he pꝛetended 
occaſion of buſineſſe, which the Gentleman was very glad 
of,foz he was (o farre from any miſtruſt of him, (foꝛ that be 
nam'd himſelfe ſuch a Gentiemans ſonne as he helo him- 
felfe much grac's by his company. The Farmer toke his 
leaue of them both, and was not alittle glad that he had 
eſcapt his late danger. 

Ratſey and the Gentleman had not rode many miles to⸗ 
gether , when the Gentlemans mans hoꝛſe ( fo: he carried 
the the hundzed pounds in a Pozt-mantle behinde him) 
began to faint, being a graſſe Nagge, and they were much 
tronbled with him; which Ratſey perceiuing, bad the Gen⸗ 
tleman (it he pleaſed) to let his man take it behind him ( be- 
ing better hoz7)as long as they rode together. The Gen⸗ 
tleman thanked him very heartily, So the money was re⸗ 
moued, and ſet behind Sborthoſe. This was that which 
Ratſey aimd at, foʒ now he knew his venture of fiftte pofids 


doe , fo; 
their 


mantle behinde him, Wing 


would come home with pꝛoflt. Shorthoſe haning the Pozt- + 
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Wee eping Ctoſſe, and a oo” dad (0; his th: hundzeth 
pounds, 


e life and death of 


their mindes were well enongh knowne the one fo the 
other. But as the Gentleman Ra:{cy paſt the time aw ip 
with talke of many matters, little minding the way b:foze 


them, ſo >hortho{le by little and little mended his pace, and 


ta very ſhoꝛt time gotte much ground of them, which the 
Gentlema i 1 percctaing , tald P. Raticy tha! his man rode 
to faſt. Then Ru!cy began to call and whiſt'e to his min,. 
but he would take no notice of it, but the moꝛe he calde oꝛ 
whiſtled, tie moꝛe he ſtole away by degrees. At the which 
Ratſey ſm d much mou and did ſweare and teare excæ⸗ 


dinglp, and told the Gentleman that he mould ride + oner⸗ 


take him i ſfay him with a vengeance, who all this w ile 
mitruſted nothing, foz Racſevs aſſumption of ſuch a Gen- 
tiemas name, dꝛołnd the conceit of any doubts oꝛ ſuſpitiõ. 

But being ridden aiter his man, Snell like wiſe begins to 


pace after his maiſter (as it was his duty) x the faſter they 


follo ved Shortrhole, the faſter he rode from them ſo that in 
a little time as thep grew nære together, and at a conue⸗ 
nient place of changing the way, they raind their hoꝛſes 
back towards the old gentleman (who followed like wiſe as 
faſt as he could) and wad their hatts ouer their heads as 
a facewell fo: his 300. paund, and ſo rid cleere away. The 


Gentleman he made hue and crye aſter them, but to no 


parpoſe foz they were fo well hoꝛſt and ſo well experienced 
in euery by way, that at their pleaſure they would out- 
ſtrip a countrep. 


The Gentleman went about fo fronble the Farmer, bes 


kauſe he bꝛought him to his houſe but it auaild him nought, 
foꝛ he pꝛodut d ſuch luck cient p:ofe how they met by chãce 


in the Inne together, and was ſo well knowne to be of ho ⸗ 


neſt life and conuerſation that any matter ſuggeſted ay 
gainlk him, could not pꝛeuaiſe to his hurt. 


--S0the old Gentleman with his man return d home? by 


* * 3 


pounds, was but a Cancar hereafter to beware ho he 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 


gaue ſuch ſodaine entertainment to ffrengers. g 


Atrue and merry conceipt Ratſey performed vpon a Pick- 


lock that trauelled the Count ties as a fo polt. 


CT chanced that as Natſey rode abꝛoad, he 
tears ſful cf a to that trauelled vp and 
done the comirie, in the nome and nature 
| ob a ſot-poſf, with e long pikt ſtaffe on his 
2E necke and a Leatyerne bag ouerthwart bis 
ſh3utocr an; v der bis atme, that pectended to carry lets 
ters to and fro. but in ſfœd of packeis, his bag Wes flld 8 
picklotks, and in every Inne end Alehouſe where he lodg 

al! night, he paid the hoſt iſe with her owne money, = 


carryed ſomewhat a wap beſides to, foz there was not a 


Cupboꝛs e2 Cheſt that he could come nere, but he would 
pick open, and it th te were no money in it, then money 
woꝛth ſhould walkc with him: and he would not ſficke to 
rob poꝛe Mile maiòg, and ſernants towards an eucening, 
if ve met them handſom ip, if thep had not aboue fire pence 
in then purles. 

Ratſe came in no place but complaints were ſtill made 
of ſuch a fellow, and he did enuie the pꝛadiſes of ſuch deicct 
and baſe conditions, and rt ſolued in his minde if euer he met 


bitth bim, both to redꝛe ſſe 4 reuenge his viilanies, ⁊ to effea 


ſome matter of conceipt vpon him, that ſhould be worth 
talking, and deceiue the fot- poſt in his art of lock-picking, 
It chanced that not long after the foot - poſt came into an 
Inne in Stilton to dzinke, where Ratſey was at dinner, who 
eſpping bim out of þ caſement ofa window that ſod open, 
(foꝛ he had — notice what kind a fellow he was, z in 
what attire and faſhion he trauelled) he cauſd him to be cal⸗ 
led in, and aſter ſome — made him to d2inke, 
and 
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The life and death of 


and to ſif downe fo dinner with Shorthoſe and Snell. They 
fild his veines with god vianalies, and wine, x that made 


the foot poſt very mcrry. 


J p2ay thee footpoſt (faies Rarſcy ) which wap doit tho 
trauell? faith Sir (ſates he) J go euery wap, euen as [the 
directions of mp letters giue me occafton, Mut now am 
going to Cainbꝛidge: I pꝛay thee then quoth Kat ſey, let me 
intreat thee to carry me a lettec to the Jatlo2 . Foz my fa⸗ 
ther ſent in a felion thither the other dap, and J ſhould ſend 
woꝛd to the Japlour that hee ſhould not be baiicv. Marrp 
that J will in moſt dutifall manner / quoth this ſuppoſed 
footpoſt) and much mote foꝛ your woꝛſhip then that Then 
Ratſey demaunded his name which he told him Gine him 
acuppe of wine (ſapes Ratſey: and while hee is dꝛinking 
and at dinner J will wꝛite my letter, x make it ready. But 
in ſtead of a letter Ratſey counterfeited a Juſtice of peace 
his hand in Cambridge ſhire and wꝛote his Mittimus, and 
ſet it in with this Peouiſo, that he ſhould be kept faſt boulted 
oz els he would breake away. 

As ſoone as the Mittimus was made, ſealed, and ſubſcri⸗ 
bed in fozme of a letter, Ratſey deliuered it to the fotpoſt, and 
ſaid giue this to the chicks Japloꝛ of cambzidge, and here is 
half e a crowne fo; thee to dꝛinke foz thy laboꝛ. So the foot- 
poſt (ook? the letter and the monev, and with many a cappe 
and knee thanked Ratſey and departed. And made haſt till 
be came at Cambꝛidge, and ſtaide not in the ftowne ſomuch 
as to taſk a cuppe of nappie Ale, befoꝛe he came to the Jay⸗ 
loz, and fo him verp bzicfely hee deliuered the l-'ter, The 
Jaylour tooke it, and read it, aud ſmilde a good, and ſaybe, 
Fotepoſt thou are welcome, foꝛ ſuch a Gentlemans ſake, 
Be bids mee giue thee the beſt intertainment J may, J. 
Sir, quoth the Footpoſt, the Gentleman loues me well, 


- and thanke him foz it, J dined well with his Men to 


dar. 


But 


Gamaliell Ratlcy, 


But J p2ap pou ( fairs the foofpolt ) bath the curteous 
Gentleman remembꝛed ſuch a peoze man as J am in bis 
letter? J marp doth ye (feilsw ) qaoth he, and therefoze 
Sirra (ſaith the Japlo2, ano calls to one of his men) take 
the kootpoſt into the loweſt ward, clappe a ſtrong paire ot 


bolts vpon his heeles, and ſearch what other letters he car 
ries in bis leatherne Caſket, which his man p: rfo:ming, 
found nothing in the ſame but 3.02 4. bundels of picklocks, 


Then the Japloꝛ commaunded he ſhould haue a patre of 


ſhackles clapt on moꝛe, and bad him to ſec if bis picklockes 
would ſcrue his turne to batle him thence. But the fol poſt 
(oꝛ rather pickiocke )hearing his Hittimus, was blanke and 
cold at heart, and had not a woꝛde fo ſap his Conſcience did 


ſo acciſe him Wut there he lap while the next Seſſtons 


and was hanged, foz many matters did come againſt 
him. 
Now let true men iudge, what knauerie is amongſt 
Theues when one czollvites another to the Gallowes. 


How Natſey robd a Preacher, 4 
by perſwaſion. 


—— — — = 


© |bpon New Parket heath, ouertootze a 
AVE e Pzeacher, vpon whom he intended to 
WH 4 NI. paſſe ſome pꝛanke, and reſolucd there 
Ml ER could be no better ieſt pzactiſed vppon a 
6 7 Parſon then to picke his purſe by pers 
r ſwaſſon, without dꝛawing ofany wea- 


pon. And at the ſtrit gaue him this encounter. You ate well 


ouertaken fir. You are welcome ſayes the Preacher, Pꝛap 
pon how farre ride pou this way quoth Ratſey, J tide 
lapes tbe Pꝛeacher to ſuch a place: if you ride that way, I 
would be glad of pour cõpnap pes {adeed (anſwers Ratſey) 
3 that 


[- = 7 by] Nother tine Ratſey rpding by the wap, 
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The life and death of 


that ſame waie lies mp buſineſſe, and J will accompanie 
pou with all mp heart, Thus their ſeuerall ſalutatons en- 
ded bpon their firſt meeting: thep entered into further 
commnnieation of diuers matters and fo beguiled much 
time and wap with ſuch talke, but that was not the mat⸗ 
ter which Rartey apmed at, foz hee meant to giue the 

Churchman another text to pzeach vpon, Therefo?e fell 
roundly to his purpoſe in this faſhion. J perceaue Sir bp 
pour habit vou are a Pꝛeacher, and Schollers both by art 
and nature are kind and carteous, J doe little ther foze 
miſdoubte pour friendly reſpect of what J ſhall ſpe ake vn⸗ 
to pou Know then that Jam a Gentleman, aud haue Loire 
a man of better . my pꝛeſent foꝛtunes makes 


ſhebo of; But by the foztnncs of warre, and my one diſ⸗ 


o2der J am fallen into the hands of Extremity, and am foztt 
to lay mp wants open to the helpe of others, and J tyinke 
J cannot fitter communicate my gtiekes to anp then à 
man of pour condition, fo: you pꝛeach to others the Do- 
Ctrine of good deedes and Charity, thrr:foz2 J oubt nat 
but pour ſelfe will be reſpcaine of ſa:h as are neee. J 
confelſe J haue beene a great maicfano:, zu am ſoꝛp (o2 
what is paſt and would willingly pꝛeucnt ann melfortu es 
to come: Pet J was neuer necer the mont bo mich ippe, 
then J am now at tbis inſtant, Fo2 my ivan:s are tuch, 
and ſo deſperafe as if J haue it nat o: vou, J nut and 
will haue mony of him J mete next, a'tvo gg 4 yazard 
mp deereft blood, Therefoze as vou are a Gn eman, and 
a Scholler, tender my diſtreſſe: and conſider the foꝛce and 
pobpꝛe of Neceſſity, which conſtraines them that are nee- 
dy to rob and take away the goods of their neighboꝛs, c of 
tentimes to endanger their lines and limmes, + ſo at laſt 
bꝛing the nſelues by ſuch lewd courſes to vntimely end. Jf 
I doe paſſe from pou vnpitied and vnreleeued, notlvith- 


- Eanding J thus make my minde and extremities —_ 


ger that befoze he was ready to fall into. And ( lapes 


Gamaliell Ratſey. 


bnt5 po. and aſter wat as ve conifrained ta fall itia Thett, 


ot murther, adlare poar lelfe pou are partaker of:npentll,tn_ 


that vou haue not reduced me going awꝛy, noꝛ ſupp ed 
me being readp to fall. 

he Pꝛeacher was ſcelingly foucht with this paſſion, t 
fold dim that he was in wardly grieued that a gentleman of 
bis ranke and fashion ſhould be driven to ſo lowe an ebbe: 
and that his meanes could not auſwere his willing minde: 
Aud fo dꝛew his purſe out of his pocket, and ates to Ratſey 
heres monp, hold, take it, J thinke it be thꝛee pounds 02 
thercaboa's. J wonld J were better pꝛouided to pleaſure 
p2yg.Railey teceaued it, and gaue him great thankes,but re⸗ 
ſolued to ſound him 2&pcr whether hee ha) any moꝛe ſtoꝛe 
oꝛ no. Theretoꝛe ſeconded his ſpeech in this manner. Sir 
quoth Ratſey, this is money indeed, 8nd will ſerue a mans 
pꝛeſent occaſions fo2 meat and oꝛinke, but not to furniſh 
me to ſuch pꝛeferment as J am hopefull of: and my minde 
giues mee (J cannot tell what the reaſon is) that yan haue 
moze monep about pou, Ffyon haue, it ill befits a man of 
pour pꝛofe ſſion to diſſemble, foz that is a fault vou much 
rep:chend in others: Therefoze as pou will anſweare be- 
fo:e God, J charge pou tell me the truth howſoener it 
bee: Mh then (quoth the pꝛeacher) to deale plainly with 
pou: J baue tenne poundes moꝛe which Jreceined this 


Moꝛning. Let me ce it (ſaies Ratſey) So hee dzew it out 


of his other pocket, and deliuered it to Ratſey: Whore? 
turning the purſe and thꝛer poundes backe to the Pzea- 
eder. kept the tenne pounds and told him, that he thought) 
would ſerue his turne, and ſaue him from imminent daun⸗ 


Ratſey) if euer my eſfate be raiſed to that ability that 
F bce able, J pꝛap pon tell m& pour name and dwel⸗ 
ling, and J will make pou vndoubted reffitution foz it, 


in 
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in the meane time J will but bozrow this of pon till mp 
better foztunes. And lo would haue taken his leaue and 
departed. Nap (ſayes the P:eachir | J pꝛap vou ieaue 
me not to night, bul lie at mine Inne with me, and J pꝛo⸗ 
mile pou ( fo; all this) J will beare pur charges, and be 
merry with pou. Pardon me foz that, ſapes Railcy; ſo peu 
map doe me wꝛong, and charge the Conttable with me, 

and ſay J haue robd yo! of ten pound, when J haue but 
$02rowed it: J dare not hazard my lite and liberty ſo ſlen⸗ 
der ly. As J am an honeſt man, ſapes the Pꝛeacher, and 
(woke foꝛ mercy at Gods hands at the laſt dap. belæue me J 


will not ſpeake one woꝛd of it to any man, neither ſhall pare 


be troubled oꝛ iniured any wap by! my meanes oꝛ pꝛocure⸗ 
ment, foꝛ J am ſo well perſwaded of vou, that if pou line, 
vou will one dap giue it me àgaine. 

Upon this religious pꝛoteſtation, Ratſey rode along 
with him, and ſet bp their hoꝛſes together, ſupt together, 
and lay together. Foz Ratſcy handled his talke and beha⸗ 
utour fo oꝛderly in the pꝛeſente of the P2eachcr, that he 
conceined an extraoꝛdinarp god opinion of him, and impu⸗ 
ted the fozmer accident to neceſſitie, rather then the coz⸗ 


ruption of Rat ſeys condition. 


ther, and the Parſon papd all accoꝛding to pꝛomiſe, and 
Ratſey bzought him ten miles of his way , where thep 


foke their ſeuerall leaues. Ratſey with redonbled thanks, 
and pꝛamiſe to pap the money againe, and the ꝛeacher 


with a wozlb of god connſell , fo; ( ayes he) if that map 


ſerue to ſaue pon from ſuch perrill as pon pꝛetended, 3 ſhall 


thinke it the moſt charitable dard that ener 4d did in my like, 


And lo * 


A true 


The moꝛning being come, they bꝛake their faſt toge / 


Om.” —— — 


- . money, but Sue l followed him and ſoone bꝛought him 
againe,who kept hiniſae while the other were fighting 


Atrue relation of the Robbery cõmitted by 


Ratſey an I his company within a liccle off Bedford, 
tor which they were Executed at Bedford 
the 29. of M. ch laſt. 1605. 


F757 Gentleman, and his Bꝛother dwelling 
AY: Sh within ſire oꝛ ſeauen miles of Bedford, 
2 hauing bin in a place where they had 
xeceaues the ſumme ok eight ſcoꝛe and 
N e ſourteene poundes, oꝛ there abouts, 
r Ratſcy had ſecret knowledge and intel⸗ 
ligence thereof, and of the wap which they trauelled 
homewards: So both he, and Snell, and Shorthoſe dog's 
both the Gentlemen, whereofthe one carried the money 
befoꝛe him in a Mallet, ę could ſpie no conuenient place 
to giue onſet to their purpoſe, til thep came within halfe 
a mile of the Gentlemans ownehouſe : Then Ratſey (by 
his intelligence) thought it was either high time to ſtrike 
oz to deſiſt from their foꝛmer reſolutid, foz by the notice 
that was giuen him, he knew be was not far from the 
Sentlemans aroundes, and place of dwelling. And ther 
foze being well hoꝛſt (fo: hee was vypon the Coniurers 
Gelding he doucht him with his ſpurres and ſoone ouer· 
tooke the Gentleman. To whome hee bꝛiefely began to 
fell the cauſe of his comming, which was (he ſaid oz mo · 
erep, and mon ey hee muſt haue. The Gentleman told 
him that he wold not part with his money ſo eaſilp and 


— — 


weapons, and while they were at it, verie luſtilpe, 
the Oentlem ans bꝛother began to ride away with the 


who ſhonldcauie away the money. The Gentleman is 
knowne in his Countrie to bee verie font and valiant, 
and had not his ſwoꝛd 9 it is thought that Ratſey 

| and 


aliqhted and R.cſcy and he betooke themſelues to their 
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e Ereadle to be comitted to pꝛiſon, he appealed to þ Jufticg 


The life and Death 


and Snell both could not haue rob d him, (fo2 Shorthoſe 
neuer came in.) The Gentleman hurt Ratlcy verie dan 


geroufiy,and he himſel le had a maime in his leg, which is 


ſaid to be done by Snell comming in to aide Rarſcy , and 
beeing both vppon him, when the Gentlemans ſwozd 
failed, the money was deliuered, and with much danger 
Ratſey and his companions eſcaped, fo2 hue g crie went 
ſooꝛth in euerie place, but they ſpared no Yo2ſe-fleſh till 
they Coaſted the Countrie and came to Satfron-walden, 
there one of them had ſome kriendes o2 Kinsfolkes, with 
whome they all repoſed themſelues a dap oz. two, and 
Snell and Shorthoſe did there change awap their hozſes. 
From thence they tooke their ſeneral conrſes to Lone 
don, where they met altogether in an Jnnein Sonth- 


wWarke, where it is repoꝛted they ſhared their money, and 


that Rat ſey had two ſhares allowed him tn reſpec of his 


hurts receaued 1 


But as goods euil got, are foz the moſte part euill ſpent: 
ſo they made as little conſcience in conſuming their mo- 
nep as they did in getting the ſame. And as deceipt hath 
Kilhis due, and God is tuſt in punniſhing offendo2s, 
fo fell it out in their ſeueral appꝛehenſions, ſoʒ Snel being 
taken in Duck lane in London foꝛ a Yozſe that hee had 
ſtolne fro about Graueſ-end,not foz d robbery commit - 

ted in Bedford · ſhire, being examined beſoꝛe a Juſtite, 


foz fauonr, lolde him hee would helpe him to one Ratſey 
of whome ſuch fame went foz many robberies if he weld 
de good vnto him foz his life. The Auſtice pꝛomiſed him 
dis lawful fauoꝛ, therupd Snell gaue him notice where 
Ratſeys Hoꝛſe flood, and where bee ſhould haue him. Do 


y his directions Ratſey was taken, and appzehended; 
nears the Dodos Commons and committed to New= 


gate, 


6 


of Gamaliel Ratſey. , 


gate, where he remained a long time, and Snell likewiſe. 
Jn whichſpace,twosz thee Meſſions paſt, they neuer 
All this while Skorthoſe was at libertie, and hauing 
been vp and downe in the Countrie, fine oz ſire weekes, 
and comming to London to tiſten how Ratſey and Snell 
had ſped the Seſſions befoze, he went and vnloulded his 
minde to one Water Skellington Countrieman of his, . 
who reuealed him to the keepers of Newgate, and fo hee 
was likewiſe appꝛehended in Long · lane, in the liberties 
ok great . Bartholmewes. 1 
So beeing thus ſeuerally taken, Newgate held and 
contained them till Snell deſired the Juſtice to remooue 
bim to p Kings Bench, foz feare leaſt one of þ other ſhols 
doe him ſome ſuddaine miſchiefe fo; reuealing of Ratiey. 
Alittie befoze the Aſize time in Lentlaſt,they were 
all remooued downs to Bedford, where they had not re- / 
mained long, but Ratſey had eaten off his Jrons with a | 
water which hee had gotten,and ſo had eſcaped, hut that 
dee was eſppedin time and pꝛeuented by the Reeves, 
Do hee ſhozf, the Alſizes being come, they were all 
bꝛought downe to the place ot Judgement , where they 
_ themſelnes a. = 171 — — 2 
men intu a cazner, who. found them all guiltie fo t 
Robberie committed in Bedfordſhire vppon the Gentle- 


man and his Bzother. And they were ſent awap from 
the Barre with the dolelull ſentencesfLord haue 
mercie vpon you. And the ſeauen and 
twentie dap ot March lait, they 
were all Executed in Bed- 
ford afozeſa/>- 


Men worne with worke | "EN the to their reſ?, 


atfeys Meine which he write. 
with his owne hand when hee was + 


'He Kent hight had Dadoiwed euerie Tree, 
And Phebr nithewelt was ſhro d ed lowe: 


Each Hive had home lier buſie labouring Bee, 
And Birds cheir nighi hy harbour ganto knowe. 
And all things did from wearie ſabour linne, 
When! begin to way oy Rate and finne. 


The ſumne had left to ſhew his glorious beamesz 
Titan had fully hid him in che Welt, | 
T'ocoofe thefetlogkes ofhiswearkt teames; 5 
„When fupke\ with forroiv beong 911 0 
'"Tihed foorth feares, Tamenting much my Ray | 


And reares did-triekde downe my count hace th: 
My countenance as fad as mans might bee, 
My dumps befitting well a captiue man. 
Fetter d in Pnſon paſſionate alone. 

My aghs wrought teares, and thus! gan! to noane. 
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Ratſeyes repentance. 


I chat of late did liue aSouldiers life, 
And ſpent my ſeruice inmy countries good, 
but cares are rife, 
Where is no hope but loſſeof doereſt blood, 
This is befall'n mee, cauſe I did miſpend, 
That time which God to better vſe did lend. 


Sigh for my mufic ke ĩs a Syrens ſong; $97 
A faire deccipt, to ſhadow men in griefe: 
Did I ſay fayre? Alas I call'd it wrong, 
Uliſſes knew the Syrens daungers chiefe, 
Was when ſhe ſung to lull a man a ſleepe, 7 
Then faſhion d ſhee to ſing, to make men weepe. 
Deceauing Fyreut, Syrens all to mee, | 
A ſhining ſhadowe, but a dreame of gloide: 
A bayte, a trappe: Iblinde and could not ſee, 
A dangerous pxæy, and Iboth fond and bolde. 
Would venture all, all for a worthles toye, 
And fol lett,and loſt my chiefeſt ioye. 


Had I but ſtopt mine cares when Syrem ſung 
And bound myfelfe vnto Viſſer maſt; = 
Or had I thought, alas Lam but young, 
Too much is all to venture on a caſt. 
I might haue hu d, and from all dangers free, 
Where naw I dye, for Ife is not for me. 
11 E 3 Bur 


Katſeys repentance. 


But I did follow what Ttiew was Nane, 
Inſteed of vertue;I did vice intbracee & 


And cauſe I lackt ane ſparke of timely grace. 
The poyſoned Acomite oſ death and woe, 


Reſolues to ſend a fatall ouerthrowe. 


This makes mines eyes to guſh out floods of teares, 
My fleſh to melt, my vaines and artirs rend: 

My ſoule to ſeelce redreſſe, to cure her feares, 

For now my cauſe cannot affoord one friend. 

I chat of late did number many friends, | 
Nowefndethem fled, and no man comfort lends. 


The leaueles tree with wrath of Winters winde 
| Beſtrepreſents my wretched waſting ſtate: 
Fortune the winde, the leaues my friendsT ſinde, 1 
My ſelfe the Tree that chus am croſt by fate. 9 
And yet in this we greatly diffot may, 
That it reuiues and I ſtill pine away. 


My forme 6 leaſures now procurc my paine, 1 


1 


I cannot ſpeake but łcill my ſelfe with words, 1 


Icannot thinlce, but I my conſcience wounde: 
Law ſtabbes me ſtill, in. euery part with ſwords, 
Iuſtice commaunds in fetters 1 bee bound, 

And for Ihaue been graceles, griefes doe ſpring 
My daies miſled, my preſent cares doe bring, 


Confoune 


R atſcys repentance. 


Conſounding ſadnes like a loade of leade, 

Chillesall my blood, and makes my ſinewes ſhrinke, 
Reuenge (quoth:wrong)l.t rigour ſtand inſtead, 
Death fille the Cup, and ſaies that! muſt drinlce. 
This makes mepleade,this makes me call and cry 
To heauens great King for mercie ere I die. 


I all confuf d and in confuſion wrapt; 
Ilmplore Gods mercy, proſtrate on my face: 
Youngling L was, and nouice · like intrapt, 
Repentance true, away ſhall follies chaſe. 
orgiue, Oh heauens th iniquitiesof youth, 
Doe not obiect the faults ofmy vntruth. 


V.illaines avaunt, you baſtards are by kinde, 
That doe perturbe the Countries quiet ſtate, 
Shame to offend, ſnun a cortupted minde, 
And learne by me your former lifeto hate. 
Live of your one, and braue it not with brags. 
Leaſt Law condemne you in your proudeſt rags. 


Awake for ſhame, and lift your eye · lids vp, 
Sleepe not ſecure, nordreame of doing wrong, 
If Iuſtice ſtrike,you cannot change her cup, 
Death being done, youfall, for he is ſtrong, 

And then your courſe, becauſe you did not ceaſe: 


Tovexe your King, with rroubling countries peace. 
Driake: 
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Ratſeys repentance. 


Drinkenot the Nectar of your Neighbors fivcate, 
Steale notatall,thy God dooth ſo co:mmaund: 
Mhoſe lawe to keepe thy Sou.raigne doth intreate, 
Thy healch᷑ it is, Gods la to vnderltands 
beying God, God ſhull all harmes preuent, 
Keeping Kings Peace, thy King is well content. 


Like to the Woolfe in euerie place you range, 
Praying on Lambes that ncuer went aſtray: 
And like Camelions muſt your ſuites be ſtrange, 
Who dooth by linde change colours euery dayz 
Withoutreſpect, forgetting what you bee, 
Masking in ſinne, as if God could not ſre. | 


/ 


Abate preſumption, ſinne is not a ieſt, 
Though God forbeare, yet will he ſtrike at length, 
God made thee man, make not thy ſelfe a beaſt, 


But ſeeke to loue thy God with ſoule and ſtrengih. 


Ill got. ill ſpent, your hopes (in Thefo pretended. 
Are gricte and ſhame and life in ſortowes ended. 


Your chiefe deſires to fill your purſſe with golde, 
By hoołe and crooke all careles of regardeʒ 
You count him beſt that Bayardlike is bolde, 
For ſuch deſtces,ſharpe teconinin is prep- rde. 
Leaue then to ſinne, ſo may you ſcape that fall: 
Whuch following vice, you canno: ſhun at all. 
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Ratſeys repentance. 
Mad is the minde, that ſtill in dangers ſtray, 


Iron his heart, whoſe gaincisothers woe: 

Solde is his ſoule, whome Sat han leades aways 

His path diſtruction, where ſo ere he goe, 
Solde, ſolde, for droſſe: Oh bee not ſo deceau d! 
Hell gapes, ſoule ſinclcs, of heauenly ipyes bereau d. 


Irs Iinuect, knowes what infection is, 
And loues effect, chat makes me thus to warne: 
Take what I giue for good confection tis, 
By my downe-fall far better may you learne, 
L eaſt all to late, you weepe as well as I, 
In deathes deepe gtiefe, expecting ſtill to die. 


My forrowing ſobbes with teares redeeme what's paſt, 
Or flouds of teares ſufficefor fore-done ills t 
Beholdemy lookes with diſcontent ore caſt, 

Whoſe heart dooth rend, whoſe eyes frelh fountaines ils, 
And yet all this, and all dat I can doe, 

Is ſmall to that, which I haue necde to doe. 


My ſoule hall moutne for all my ill · done deedes, 
And I will weepe, ſole Author of ſoules woe: 
Repentance ſhall be my blacke mourning, weedes, 
Ile bathe my ſelſe in teares from top to toe. 
And while life is, which cannat no be long, 
Graunt mercie Lord, this _ be all my ſong. 
8 My 
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Ratſeys repentance. 


My heart through fleſh ſhall iſſue ſweating griefe, 
And ſcald my bones, with ſult and briniſh teares: 


Through fleſh and bone my heart ſhall beg reliefe, 


On bended knees, till bone my fleſn outweares. 
All that Lam, Ile ſpend in mourne for ſinne, 


And where J end, a freſh I will begin. 


Deuine celeſtiall maker of earths Globe, 

Crown'd King of Kings, moſte happie power of powers 

Juſt in thy Judgement, cleare in Scarlet kobe, 

Sweet of all ſiyeets, in iudgement gall to ſowres. 
Releaſe my ſorrowes, if thou thinke it meete, 


And Salue my ſinfull ſores with Balme ſo ſweet. 


Great God, temit tlie follies ofmy youth, 


Thy power deunc, Iwill no more offench, 
But will ſtriue to ſerue thee ſtillun truth. 
While to this bodie thou a life doſt lendꝭ 
And at my end, Ile giue the praiſe to thee, 
It chou but. graunt one diam of thy mercie. 


I Mandlin: teares did euer Chriſt efeete wet, 
And ſweet her ſoule with true repentant teare : 
Ut Peters mourning ſtreames did mercy get, | 
For all his ſinnes, though hee his Chrift torſweares. 
My ſad laments abounding from mine eyes, 
Sweet God accept, and hearemy mournetull.cryes. 
- A wouns 
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| Ratſeyes repentance. 
A wounded Soule, a broken contrite heart, 
Creepes in great ſt throng thy mecries Throne to touch, 
The oyle oflife, King of my liſe impart, | 
Though ſinne be great,thymergies thrice as much. 
Ohchou that art in power, and mercy great! | 
Send downethy mercie, from thy mercies ſeate - f 


The Publican ſuppreſt with weight ofſinne, ; 
Durſt not preſume to caſt his eyes on hie, b 
G. ing on earth his heart did ncuer linne, 
But Qliſerere lowely he did crie. ä | 
Pectaui Lord, this ſimrers ſoule confeſſe. 
Whoie note I ſing. that haue no leſſe tranſgreſſed. 


The wandring Sonne, whoſe portion was miſpent, 

With ryots, ſurfets, quaffing bowles of wine, 1 | 
Dain:1cs all deere: In hungernoww content 

To feede with Hogs this prodigalls not nice. : 

All catteredtorne ſhak*c out of colours fine, A 

Neede him compels to lcepe a ſtrangers ſwine. 


The ground contentes him now to reſt von. 
Whome beds of doivne did whilome-diſtontent, + * 
His head vp boulſtted with ſome hñl or ſtone, 
The clouds a eouering to his field-· bed lent, 
Where ſortie man oe plundged wofull lyes, 
His Curtaines colde, his Canapy the slties. 
11. Fe Renu- 
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c Ralſeys repentance. 


N ö Renumerating witli himſelfe the cauſe, 

ki Ofwangof woe, of hunger and of colde: 
ot Offence to God, the breaking of his lawes, 

1 Then br:akc out teares, he could no longer holde, 
VEVBut weeping ran, till he his Father ſecs, 
. In true repentanee, bending on his knees. 

1 ; | And with lowd Organ ofa fayating ſoule, 

13 Father, (he ſaid) l haue gainſt heauen offended, 
7 Gainſt earth and thee, whoſe power dooth fin controuleg 
its No worthy Sonne: ſo he his faint fpecch ended. 
13 Vet ſtill in ſtlence, pearles of teares dril d foorth, 
Fr g | Till Fathers welcome counted him of worth. 
#8 His Fathers heart in pittie then relents, 
| * About his necke he cloſde his aged armes: 
15 Glad in his heart, his Sonne in heart repenta, 
90 15 2 * „ 

4 Receaues him home, and with a kiſſe he warnes, | 
| F hatall his friendes ſhould feaſt at hisfree colt; 


And welcome home his Sonne, ſo long was loſt. 


Thrice happie Senne, Whoſeteares tenew this grace, 

And ſweet repentance was it home thee brought: 

T hreefolde, thrice double, happie Fathers face, 
#* A Sonne to finde home thou ſo long haſt fought. 

14 And Sonne moſte happie in a — 2 leinde, 

1 Who being loſt, did ſuck a Facher finde. 
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Ratſeys repentance. 


The ſelfe fame Balme, is cure for my great woe, 
The ſame repentance makes me Abba crie: 

My ſpeech decth faint, and I can ſay no more, 1 
Mereye redreſſe, els languiſhing I die. (paine, 
Sweet, ſrrcete of ſweetes, bleſt balme, chiefe eaſe of. 

Graunt memy home, I will not ſtray againe. 


No more ſhall folly holde my wits in thrall; 

Miſdome ſhall ranſome Vill from Follies bandes, 

Experience ſhall forewarnc me Syrens all, 

Nor ſhall diſpaire, touch Conſcience with foule hands; 
Burtrill lifes end, my prayers to heauen ſhall hye, 
And with repentance will I liue, and die. 


With ſinne my ſoule ſhall bee no moreoppreſt, 
My God to ſerue fhall now be all my care: 
No longer ſhall my thoughts hee at voreſt, 
But dayly ſhun the place where wieked are. 
And vhile the remnantof my life doth laſt, 
Ile ſigh, and ſorrow for my — . 


My colour'd ſuites I no exchange for blacke, 
Till ſcarlet ſinnes be all aawhite as ſnowe : 
On me ſweet time ſnalbneuer turne his backe, 
Nor ſhall his taske be more my tares to mom e, 
But wich repentance, furrow hopes forlorne, 
Till God give grace, I ſheaff yp better corne. 
. This little 
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Ratſeys repentauce. 


This little remnant of my life ſopoore, 
He ries ſhun all finne and wy all, 
Giuer of grace, graunt grace I ſinne no more, 
Eſtabliſh me that I may ncuerfall, 

\, Tothee my heart, my life and ſoule I gine, 

Who after death eternally makes. lue. 


2 


Dyreft my pathes euen for thy mercies ſake, 
Guide thou my ſteps,to keepe repentant wayes: 
Keepe me from fleep:,in thee ſtullet mc wake, 
To laud thy name, during theſe arthly daies. 

And when from earth | ſhall diſsolue to iuſt, 
Graunt that my ſoule may liuo among the juſt. 
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